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How did 
you learn 
to read?



Being a successful reader

Two main skills:

Phonics – decoding by blending the sounds in 
words to read them
Language comprehension- understand what the 
word means within the context it appears

Language development and phonics working 
together supports reading development.



What is phonics?
•Children are taught to break down words into 
separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. They are then 
taught how to blend these sounds together to read 
the whole word. 

• Children have a 30 minutes phonics lesson each 
day.

• Phonic strategies taught are then used to read 
and write in other lessons. 

• There are 44 different sounds.



Cracking the English Language code…

How many letters?
 

How many sounds (phonemes)?
 

How many spellings of the sounds? 

26

44

144



The 144 
different sound 
representations 



Blending - Blending involves merging the sounds in a 
word together in order to pronounce it. This is 
important for reading. For example, j-a-m blended 
together reads the word jam. 

Pure sound- Pronouncing each letter sound clearly 
and distinctly without adding additional sounds to the 
end. E.g. ‘f’ not ‘fuh’.

The following DFE clip shows a teacher pronouncing 
all Phase 2 and 3 sounds correctly:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSYdCzsoqXA

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSYdCzsoqXA


Segmenting
Segmenting involves breaking up a word that you 
hear into its sounds. This helps with spelling 
because if you know what graphemes represent 
the sounds in the word, you can write it! 

For example, the word cat is segmented into the 
sounds c-a-t. 



Sound buttons

s sh
shop



Segmenting Activity
WORD PHONEMES

shelf

dress

think

string

sprint

flick



WORD PHONEMES

shelf sh e l f

dress d r e ss

think th i n k

string s t r i ng

sprint s p r i n t

flick f l i ck



Phonics Screening Check

Statutory requirement to sit the phonics 
screening test.

Every Year 1 child in the country will be 
taking the screening check in June. 



What will the children be expected to 
do?
•The check is very similar to tasks the children already complete 
during phonics lessons. 

•Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend the 
sounds together. E.g. d-o-g - dog

•The focus of the check is to see which sounds the children 
know and therefore the children will be asked to read made up 
‘nonsense’  words.

•Your child will be asked to read 20 ‘real’ words and 20 made up 
words.

•The pass mark is usually 32/40.





A video of a screening check can be found 
at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publication
s/phonics-screening-check-sample-
materials-and-training-video

Past papers can be viewed: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/
national-curriculum-assessments-practice-
materials#phonics-screening-check-
resources

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-sample-materials-and-training-video
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-sample-materials-and-training-video
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-sample-materials-and-training-video
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials#phonics-screening-check-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials#phonics-screening-check-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials#phonics-screening-check-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials#phonics-screening-check-resources


How can I help my child?
• Ensure that your child completes the phonics home 

learning on the same day, in order to further embed the 
new sound

• Listen to your child read their reading book for a 
minimum of 5 minutes a day

• Do lots of sound talking with your child
• Point out text on signage, when you are out and about 
• Model reading- bedtime story 
• Use lots of challenging vocabulary during conversations 

with your child and tell them what the words mean
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