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French Progression Map 

Key Stage 2 National Curriculum Expectations 

Pupils  s hould be taught to: 

• lis ten a ttentively to spoken language and show unders tanding by joining in and responding; 
• explore the patterns  and sounds  of language through songs  and rhymes  and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words ; 
• engage in conversations ; ask and answer ques tions ; express  opinions  and respond to those of others ; s eek clarification and help; 
• speak in s entences , us ing familiar vocabulary, phrases  and bas ic language s tructures ; 
• develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others  unders tand when they are reading a loud or us ing familiar words  and phrases ; 
• present ideas  and information orally to a  range of audiences ; 
• read carefully and show unders tanding of words , phrases  and s imple writing; 
• apprecia te s tories , songs , poems  and rhymes  in the language; 
• broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to unders tand new words  that are introduced into familiar written materia l, including through us ing a  dictionary; 
• write phrases  from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences , to expres s  ideas  clearly; 
• describe people, places , things  and actions  orally and in writing; 
• unders tand bas ic grammar appropria te to the language being s tudied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms  and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs ; key 

features  and patterns  of the language; how to apply these, for ins tance, to build s entences ; and how these differ from or are s imilar to English. 
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KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children lis ten a ttentively to s poken language and s how unders tanding by joining in and 
res ponding. 

Children can: 
a repeat modelled words ; 
b lis ten and s how unders tanding of s ingle words  through phys ical res pons e; 
c repeat modelled s hort phrases ; 
d lis ten and s how unders tanding of short phras es  through phys ical res pons e. 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children lis ten a ttentively to s poken language and s how unders tanding by joining in and 
res ponding. 

Children can: 
a lis ten and s how unders tanding of s imple s entences  containing familiar words  through 

phys ical res pons e; 
b lis ten and unders tand the main points  from s hort, s poken material in French; 
c lis ten and unders tand the main points  and s ome detail from s hort, s poken material in French. 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children engage in convers ation; as k and ans wer ques tions ; expres s  opinions  and res pond to 
thos e of others ; s eek clarification and help. 

Children can: 
a recognis e a  familiar ques tion and res pond with a  s imple rehears ed res pons e; 
b as k and ans wer a  s imple and familiar ques tion with a  res pons e; 
c expres s  s imple opinions  such as  likes , dis likes  and preferences ; 
d as k and ans wer at leas t two s imple and familiar ques tions  with a  res pons e. 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children engage in convers ation; as k and ans wer ques tions ; expres s  opinions  and respond to 
thos e of others ; s eek clarification and help. 

Children can: 
a engage in a  s hort convers ation us ing a  range of s imple, familiar ques tions ; 
b as k and ans wer more complex ques tions  with a  s caffold of responses ; 
c expres s  a  wider range of opinions  and begin to provide s imple jus tification; 
d convers e briefly without prompts . 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children s peak in s entences , us ing familiar vocabulary, phras es  and bas ic language s tructures . 

Children can: 
a name objects  and actions  and may link words  with a  s imple connective; 
b us e familiar vocabulary to s ay a  s hort s entence us ing a  language s caffold; 
c s peak about everyday activities  and interes ts ; 
d refer to recent experiences  or future plans . 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children s peak in s entences , us ing familiar vocabulary, phras es  and bas ic language s tructures . 

Children can: 
a s ay a  longer s entence us ing familiar language; 
b us e familiar vocabulary to s ay s everal longer s entences  us ing a  language s caffold; 
c refer to everyday activities  and interes ts , recent experiences  and future plans ; 
d vary language and produce extended res pons es . 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children develop accurate pronunciation and intonation s o that others  unders tand when they 
are us ing familiar words  and phras es . 

Children can: 
a identify individual s ounds  in words  and pronounce accurately when modelled; 
b s tart to recognis e the sound of s ome letter s trings  in familiar words  and pronounce when 

modelled; 
c adapt intonation to as k ques tions  or give ins tructions ; 
d s how awareness  of accents , elis ions  and s ilent letters ; begin to pronounce words  

accordingly. 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children develop accurate pronunciation and intonation s o that others  unders tand when they are 
us ing familiar words  and phras es . 

Children can: 
a pronounce familiar words  accurately us ing knowledge of letter s tring s ounds  to s upport, 

obs erving s ilent letter rules ; 
b appreciate the impact of accents  and elis ions  on s ound and apply increas ingly confidently 

when pronouncing words ; 
c s tart to predict the pronunciation of unfamiliar words  in a  s entence us ing knowledge of letter 

s trings , lia is on and s ilent letter rules ; 
d adapt intonation, for example to mark ques tions  and exclamations . 



 

French Progression Map 

 
Li

st
en

in
g 

an
d 

Sp
ea

ki
ng

/O
ra

cy
 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences. 

Children can: 
a name nouns  and pres ent a  s imple rehears ed s tatement to a  partner; 
b pres ent s imple rehears ed s tatements  about thems elves , objects  and people to a  partner; 
c pres ent ideas  and information in s imple s entences  us ing familiar and rehears ed language 

to a  partner or a  s mall group of people. 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children pres ent ideas  and information orally to a  range of audiences . 

Children can: 
a manipulate familiar language to pres ent ideas  and information in s imple s entences ; 
b pres ent a  range of ideas  and information, us ing prompts , to a  partner or a  s mall group of 

people; 
c pres ent a  range of ideas  and information, without prompts , to a  partner or a  group of people. 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children des cribe people, places , things  and actions  orally. 

Children can: 
a s ay s imple familiar words  to des cribe people, places , things  and actions  us ing a  model; 
b s ay a  s imple phras e that may contain an adjective to des cribe people, places , things  and 

actions  us ing a  language s caffold; 
c s ay one or two s hort s entences  that may contain an adjective to des cribe people, places , 

things  and actions . 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children des cribe people, places , things  and actions  orally. 

Children can: 
a s ay s everal s imple s entences  containing adjectives  to des cribe people, places , things  and 

actions  us ing a  language s caffold; 
b manipulate familiar language to des cribe people, places , things  and actions , maybe us ing a  

dictionary; 
c us e a  wider range of des criptive language in their descriptions  of people, places , things  and 

actions . 
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KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children read carefully and s how unders tanding of words , phras es  and s imple writing. 

Children can: 
a read and show unders tanding of familiar s ingle words ; 
b read and s how unders tanding of s imple phras es  and s entences  containing familiar words . 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children read carefully and s how unders tanding of words , phras es  and s imple writing. 

Children can: 
a read and show unders tanding of s imple s entences  containing familiar and s ome unfamiliar 

language; 
b read and unders tand the main points  from s hort, written materia l; 
c read and unders tand the main points  and s ome detail from s hort, written material. 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to unders tand new words  that are 
introduced into familiar written material, including through us ing a  dictionary. 

Children can: 
a us e s trategies  for memoris ation of vocabulary; 
b make links  with Englis h or known language to work out the meaning of new words ; 
c us e context to predict the meaning of new words ; 
d begin to us e a  bilingual dictionary to find the meaning of individual words  in French 

and Englis h. 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to unders tand new words  that are 
introduced into familiar written material, including through us ing a  dictionary. 

Children can: 
a us e a  range of s trategies  to determine the meaning of new words  (links  with known 

language, cognates , etymology, context); 
b us e a  bilingual dictionary to identify the word clas s ; 
c us e a  bilingual paper/ online dictionary to find the meaning of unfamiliar words  and phras es  

in French and in Englis h. 



 

French Progression Map 

 
Re

ad
in

g 
an

d 
W

rit
in

g/
Li

te
ra

cy
 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they 
are reading aloud familiar words and phrases. 

Children can: 
a identify individual s ounds  in words  and pronounce accurately when modelled; 
b s tart to read and recognis e the s ound of s ome letter s trings  in familiar words  and 

pronounce when modelled; 
c adapt intonation to as k ques tions ; 
d s how awareness  of accents , elis ions  and s ilent letters ; begin to pronounce words  

accordingly. 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children develop accurate pronunciation and intonation s o that others  unders tand when they are 
reading aloud familiar words  and phras es . 

Children can: 
a read and pronounce familiar words  accurately us ing knowledge of letter s tring s ounds  to 

s upport, obs erving s ilent letter rules ; 
b appreciate the impact of accents  and elis ions  on s ound and apply increas ingly confidently 

when pronouncing words ; 
c s tart to predict the pronunciation of unfamiliar words  in a  s entence us ing knowledge of letter 

s trings , lia is on and s ilent letter rules ; 
d adapt intonation for example to mark ques tions  and exclamations  in a  s hort, written 

pas s age. 
KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children write phras es  from memory, and adapt thes e to create new s entences , to expres s  
ideas  clearly. 

Children can: 
a write s ingle familiar words  from memory with unders tandable accuracy; 
b write familiar s hort phrases  from memory with unders tandable accuracy; 
c replace familiar vocabulary in s hort phrases  written from memory to create new s hort 

phrases . 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children write phras es  from memory, and adapt thes e to create new s entences , to expres s  ideas  
clearly. 

Children can: 
a write a  s imple s entence from memory us ing familiar language; 
b write s everal s entences  from memory with familiar language with unders tandable accuracy; 
c replace vocabulary in s entences  written from memory to create new s entences  with 

unders tandable accuracy. 
KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children des cribe people, places , things  and actions  in writing. 

Children can: 
a copy s imple familiar words  to des cribe people, places , things  and actions  us ing a  model; 
b write a  s imple phras e that may contain an adjective to describe people, places , things  and 

actions  us ing a  language s caffold; 
c write one or two s imple s entences  that may contain an adjective to des cribe people, 

places , things  and actions . 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children des cribe people, places , things  and actions  in writing. 

Children can: 
a write s everal s imple s entences  containing adjectives  to des cribe people, places , things  and 

actions  us ing a  language s caffold; 
b manipulate familiar language to des cribe people, places , things  and actions , maybe us ing a  

dictionary; 
c us e a  wider range of des criptive language in their descriptions  of people, places , things  and 

actions . 
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 KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children explore the patterns  and sounds  of language through songs  and rhymes  and link the 
s pelling, s ound and meaning of words . 

Children can: 
a lis ten and identify s pecific words  in s ongs  and rhymes  and demons trate unders tanding; 
b lis ten and identify s pecific phras es  in s ongs  and rhymes  and demons trate unders tanding. 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children explore the patterns  and s ounds  of language through songs  and rhymes  and link the 
s pelling, s ound and meaning of words . 

Children can: 
a lis ten and identify rhyming words  and s pecific s ounds  in s ongs  and rhymes ; 
b follow the text of familiar songs  and rhymes , identifying the meaning of words ; 
c read the text of familiar s ongs  and rhymes  and identify patterns  of language and link s ound to 

s pelling. 
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 KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language. 

Children can: 
a join in with actions  to accompany familiar s ongs , s tories  and rhymes ; 
b join in with words  of a  s ong or s torytelling. 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children appreciate s tories , s ongs , poems  and rhymes  in the language. 

Children can: 
a follow the text of a  familiar s ong or s tory; 
b follow the text of a  familiar s ong or s tory and s ing or read aloud; 
c unders tand the gis t of an unfamiliar s tory or s ong us ing familiar language and s ing or read 

aloud. 
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KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children unders tand bas ic grammar appropriate to the language being s tudied, including 
(where relevant): feminine, mas culine and neuter forms  and the conjugation of high frequency 
verbs ; key features  and patterns  of the language; how to apply thes e, for ins tance, to build 
s entences ; and how thes e differ from or are s imilar to Englis h. 

Children can: 
a show awareness  of word clas ses  –  nouns , adjectives , verbs  and connectives  and be aware 

of s imilarities  in Englis h; 
b name the gender of nouns ; name the indefinite and definite articles  for both genders  and 

us e correctly; s ay how to make the plural form of nouns ; 
c recognis e and us e partitive articles ; 
d name the firs t and s econd person s ingular s ubject pronouns ; us e the correct form of some 

regular and high frequency verbs  in the pres ent tens e with firs t and s econd person; 
e name the third pers on s ingular s ubject pronouns ; us e the pres ent tens e of s ome high 

frequency verbs  in the third pers on s ingular; 
f us e a  s imple negative form (ne… pas ); 
g s how awareness  of the pos ition and mas culine/ feminine agreement of adjectives  and s tart 

to demons trate us e; 
h recognis e and us e the firs t pers on pos s es s ive adjectives  (mon, ma, mes ); 
i recognis e a  high frequency verb in the imperfect tens e and in the s imple future and us e as  

a  s et phras e; 
j conjugate a  high frequency verb (aller –  to go) in the present tens e; s how awarenes s  of 

s ubject-verb agreement; 
k us e s imple prepos itions  in their s entences ; 
l us e the third pers on s ingular and plural of the verb ‘être’ in the pres ent tens e. 

KS2 Languages National Curriculum 
Children unders tand bas ic grammar appropriate to the language being s tudied, including (where 
relevant): feminine, mas culine and neuter forms  and the conjugation of high frequency verbs ; key 
features  and patterns  of the language; how to apply these, for ins tance, to build s entences ; and 
how thes e differ from or are s imilar to English. 

Children can: 
a identify word clas ses ; 
b demons trate unders tanding of gender and number of nouns  and us e appropriate 

determiners ; 
c explain and apply the rules  of pos ition and agreement of adjectives  with increas ing accuracy 

and confidence; 
d name and us e a  range of conjunctions  to create compound s entences ; 
e use some adverbs ; 
f demons trate the us e of firs t, s econd and third pers on s ingular pronouns  with s ome regular 

and high frequency verbs  in pres ent tens e and apply s ubject-verb agreement; 
g explain and us e elis ion; s tate the differences  and s imilarities  with Englis h; 
h recognis e and us e the s imple future tens e of a  high frequency verb; compare with Englis h; 
i recognis e and us e the immediate future tens e of familiar verbs  in the firs t, s econd and third 

person s ingular; explain how it’s  formed; 
j recognis e and use the firs t and third person s ingular pos ses s ive adjectives  (mon, ma, mes , 

son, s a , s es ); 
k recognis e and us e a  range of prepos itions ; 
l us e the third pers on plural of a  few high frequency verbs  in the pres ent tens e; 
m name all s ubject pronouns  and us e to conjugate a  high frequency verb in the pres ent tens e; 
n recognis e and us e a  high frequency verb in the perfect tense; compare with Englis h; 
o follow a pattern to conjugate a  regular verb in the present tens e; 
p choos e the correct tens e of a  verb (pres ent/ perfect/ imperfect/ future) according to context. 

 


