
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 A very warm welcome to Pope Paul Catholic Primary School.  

My name is Ms Jayne Pemberton and I am your child’s teacher for 

the coming year. Working alongside me in Reception are Mrs Gymer 

our Nursery Nurse, and Mrs Steff and Mrs Lopez, our Learning 

Support Assistants. Our aim is to work closely with you, in order to 

fully support and guide your child throughout this important first 

stage of their school life. The majority of children settle happily into 

the Reception class, as they are already familiar with the Early Years 

Foundation Stage setting and routines, having already experienced 

nursery or playgroup. However,  some children may be tearful in 

the mornings on arrival to school. This can be a normal reaction to 

experiencing a new environment but please rest assured that most 

children settle within minutes of their parents leaving the school. 

What will my child do in Reception? 

This year your child will continue to learn by doing things for 

themselves, by exploring and investigating, watching and listening, 

talking and discussing, creating and communicating — in other 

words — playing. Play is children’s work and playing hard is very 

tiring! Your child may be really exhausted and perhaps a bit grumpy 

when they come home! If they don’t want to talk about their day 

straight away, don’t worry, they will gradually let you into their new 

world as time goes by. Play can also be very messy, as your child 



will be learning both inside the classroom with sand, water, paint, 

but also in the outdoors with mud, leaves etc. so you can expect 

some mucky clothes at the end of the day! 

What Is the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory 
Framework? 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework is a 
government document that all schools and Ofsted-registered early 
years providers in England must follow. It sets standards for the 
learning, development and care of your child from birth to 5 years 
old. The standards ensure your child will learn and develop well 
and are kept healthy and safe. All Early Years practitioners are 
required to offer rich learning experiences and activities, to support 
each individual child’s educational development, across all areas of 
learning. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) has recently been 
reformed and there is now a new EYFS framework that all schools 
and settings must follow from this September. These national 
changes have been made to better support all young children’s 
learning and development. It is also the aim that the new 
framework will better prepare children for the transition into key 
stage 1. 

There are some elements of the EYFS that have not significantly 
changed and some that have. Below are some of the key points 
from the new EYFS reforms that include relevant changes 
which parents, carers and children may notice or experience. 

From September 2021, it will be a statutory requirement for all 
children entering reception year to be assessed within six weeks of 
starting. This is known as the Reception Baseline Assessment or 
RBA. Children will be assessed in early mathematics, literacy skills 
and communication and language. More information on this will be 
provided separately. 



Staff will be spending less time on large amounts of written 
observations and assessments for evidence collection. This means 
they can spend more time supporting and engaging with the 
children and their learning and development needs. If you are a 
parent of an older child at Pope Paul School, you may notice that the 
amount of entries on your child’s ‘Tapestry’ account (the online 
learning journal platform that we use here at Pope Paul School) is 
significantly less. 

Children will no longer be assessed against statements from an age 
band category. Instead, staff will use their experience and 
knowledge to monitor if a child’s learning and development is on 
track for their age. 

The Early Learning Goals at the end of reception have been changed 
to become more clear and easier to understand. Staff will use their 
judgements to assess if the children have met these goals at the end 
of the EYFS and inform parents and carers. 

There is an emphasis on improving children’s language and 
vocabulary through increasing opportunities for conversations, 
reading of a wide range of books and holding discussions around 
activities in other areas of learning. 

Literacy and numeracy skills focused on in the EYFS have been 
adapted to better match up with the national curriculum that starts 
in year 1. 

There is no longer an exceeding judgement at the end of reception. 
Children will instead be challenged to have a greater depth and 
understanding of ideas. 

Safeguarding and welfare of children is still a priority, with the 
added mention of teaching children about the importance of good 
oral health and how to keep teeth clean and healthy. 

 



What Will My Child Be Learning? 

The EYFS statutory framework outlines seven areas of learning and 
development. There are three prime areas of learning, which are 
particularly important for your child’s development and future 
learning: 

Personal, social and emotional development 

One of the prime aspects of your child’s first year at school will be a 

focus on their personal, social and emotional development(PSED), 

and we will be aiming to give them a good start to their school 

experience by helping them form positive relationships, build 

confidence and self-awareness, as well as regulate their feelings and 

behaviour. 

Physical development 

Physical development is important too: you will hopefully notice 

that they are starting to move more confidently and are beginning 

to understand how to look after themselves and be healthy. 

Communication and Language 

The final prime area focuses on communication and language. 

Children learn through speaking and listening first and foremost, 

and this year you may notice your child communicating in a variety 

of ways— for example, through stories, in conversations with adults 

and their friends, or through facial expression, movement or dance. 

There are four specific areas of learning, through which the 
prime areas are strengthened and applied: Literacy, Maths, 
Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design. 
 
 



Literacy 
 
Your child will learn the basics of literacy — reading, writing and 

phonics. Many parents are daunted by phonics, but there’s no need 

to be! At Pope Paul School, we follow the guidance laid out in the 

government’s document ‘Letters and Sounds’, covering 44 phonics 

sounds and 18 diagraphs (two letters making one sound — sh, ch, 

th, qu, ng, ai, ee, ie, oa, oo/oo, or, er, ow, oi) to read and spell words. 

Don’t worry — the way we teach progresses gradually, and you will 

be given lots of helpful advice along the way!  

Maths 

In Maths, the children will gain a deep understanding of numbers to 

10, including the composition of each number and will have lots of 

experience in comparing quantities up to 10 in different contexts. 

They will also learn how to recall number bonds through lots of 

practical addition and subtracting activities, rhymes and games. The 

children will also explore and learn how to represent patterns 

within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts 

and how quantities can be distributed equally! 

Understanding the World 

Children learn about the world too, exploring different people, 

cultures and communities, the natural world and physical 

processes, and the past and present.  

Expressive Arts and Design 

Finally, imagination and creativity are championed in the area of 

expressive arts. Your child will explore different media and 



materials and be encouraged to use their imagination in a range of 

different experiences. 

The key thing to remember is that your child learns holistically. In 

other words, most of the time they will be learning all seven areas of 

learning together, in a fairly jumbled way. So if your child spends 

most of his time in the sand area there’s no need for concern! They 

may well be covering all kinds of important learning; working with 

different materials, shapes, quantity and volume, creating 

imaginative worlds, feeling different textures, and even developing 

motor skills and strength for writing! 

Please see the class page on the school website for more 

information about the Early Years Framework, Development 

Matters and the class curriculum overview for the year. 

How can I help my child in Reception? 

You can support the learning and development of your child at 

home by doing the following: 

Read stories daily to your child and use them as an opportunity to 

talk about the characters and events in the story. You could also 

discuss some of the details children have spotted in the pictures, 

such as the character’s facial expressions. 

Have lots of conversations with your child throughout the day. Try 

and increase their vocabulary by using a wide range of vocabulary. 

Practise counting with your child and looking at small groups of 

items. Explore what happens to numbers when you put these small 

groups of items together, or split a larger group into two smaller 

groups. 



Support your child’s early reading by practising phonic skills, such 

as recognising letter sounds and blending them together to read 

words. Also, support your child with their writing by checking they 

are forming their letters in the correct way and holding a pencil 

properly. 

Encourage your child to make healthy food and drink choices, 

especially related to sugar content and how this can affect teeth. 

Also, support your child to properly brush their teeth at least twice 

a day at home. 

Plan activities that allow your child to be active and develop their 

strength through large body movements as well as smaller, more 

precise movements. 

Teach your child how to cut up their food independently and 

encourage them to hold a knife and fork correctly. 

Encourage your child to have a go at dressing themselves at home, 

so that they can do it independently during the day. (Jumpers, coats, 

shoes, hats, scarves and gloves) 

Things to note! 

 Each child will have a home reading record book. This will be 

sent home during the week beginning 27th September. Each 

child will be allocated a weekly reading day and will take 

home two reading books to support their learning, together 

with a class library book. The reading record book may be 

used to communicate messages to you and also allow you to 

provide us with information or ask any questions. Please note 

that communication in this format will only be read on the 



child’s reading day. If you want to relay information to the 

team, please contact the school office. 

 We follow the DFE Letters and Sounds guidance to teach 

phonics. Once we have started phonics sessions, we will be 

sending home a phonics book. Please update this by sticking 

in and completing the new phonics sheet daily. Please 

practise the new sound with your child and revise all other 

taught sounds as often as possible. This book will need to be 

in your child’s bag every day. 

 We document your child’s learning experiences using the 

online program ‘Tapestry’. Once the children are settled, this 

will be made available for you to view at home and to add 

your own observations and experiences. This will help us to 

obtain an overall picture of your child’s development and is 

particularly useful as a starting point for discussion with your 

child, about their time spent at school and home. 

 If your child is going home with someone other than yourself, 

we ask that you let us know who will be collecting them, via 

the school office. We are unable to let children go home with 

anyone who has not been named to us in advance. 

 Parents are warmly invited to the school’s weekly Friday 

Celebration from Friday 1st October. At this assembly, Gold 

Awards and Headteacher’s Awards are presented to children 

for exceptional learning, or in recognition of children 

following the values of our Mission Prayer. Names of children 

who will be receiving the award the following week will be in 

the weekly school newsletter. 



 Please inform the school office of any medical conditions or 

dietary requirements, as you will need to fill out medical 

forms. Please ensure that any medication that is to be kept in 

school is in date and is clearly labelled with your child’s 

name. 

 Please name all of your children’s school clothes (including 

fruit boxes, water bottles, packed lunch boxes). It would be 

useful if you could also name their shoes as many of the 

children will have the same ones. 

 Morning snack –If you wish to send in a small snack with your 

child please make sure it is fruit only and put it in a labelled 

box. These need to be carried into the classroom in the 

morning and not left in school bags. Please also send in a 

filled water bottle. 

 Birthdays- as we are a healthy eating school, rather than 

bringing in sweets or cakes to celebrate birthdays, we ask 

families to buy a skipping rope or a book for our school 

library instead. Your child’s name will be entered inside the 

book and they will get a special mention in the weekly school 

newsletter. 

 Please encourage your child to walk into the classroom 

independently in the morning and organise their own 

belongings. 

 We like to go outside even though it is sometimes wet & 

muddy. It would be really useful to have named wellies to put 

on our welly wall for the whole school year. On hot days, sun 

cream (applied in the morning at home) and a hat are needed. 



Keep up to date with the fabulous learning that is taking place 

in our class by looking at our weekly blog on the school’s 

website. Please take the time to comment if possible! 

We hope you have found the information useful and look forward to 

working in partnership with you. 

Many thanks for your support,  

Ms Jayne Pemberton and The 

Early Years Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 


