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Use this PowerPoint to learn 
all about graffiti, the artists 
who have used it and the 
different styles that can be 
explored. You will be making 
tag artwork to create your 
own fun ‘graffiti wall’. 

Each member of the class 
will make their own name 
tag in their selected graffiti 
style and these will then be 
assembled to create a display 
for the new school year. 



What is your 
opinion on graffiti?

Why do you think 
it is or isn't a form 
of art?



"It's Not A Race - Banksy" by 
yigruzeltil is licensed under FAIR USE.

“Maya Hayuk - Mural - MOCCA, Toronto - Maya Hayiuk” by bixentro is licensed under 
CC BY 2.0 and FAIR USE. Please note: No modifications have been made to this image.

"Berlin Mural - Keith Haring" by 
xennex is licensed under FAIR USE.

Although not all graffiti artists find 
fame, these names have become 
known as they have developed a 
distinctive style, making them stand 
out. Banksy, Keith Haring and 
Maya Hayuk are some of the most 
well-known street artists. 

https://www.wikiart.org/en/banksy/it-s-not-a-race-2008
https://www.flickr.com/photos/82947612@N00/9665655318
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bixentro/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.wikiart.org/en/keith-haring/berlin-mural-1986


You will be creating your own tag 
today to add to a wall display. 

A tag is the most basic type of graffiti. 
It is the artist’s signature, usually 
written in spray paint or marker pen.



In graffiti art, there are different styles that can be used to create a tag. 

Remember, there are (almost) no rules! The 
letters can overlap, some parts might be 
broken up and letters can be positioned at 
different heights. 

Adding colour is what makes the artwork 
stand out and to make it look 3D, artists 
leave highlights where the light would fall. 

Which one would work 
best with your name?

Is there a style you 
prefer? 



You will now have a chance to practise writing your name in three 
different graffiti styles. Then, you will choose one that you prefer 
and complete your final artwork.

In order to select a style, begin with writing your first name in block 
capitals with a black marker pen, using guide lines.

You can also use a shorter version of your name or a nickname.



You can use this 
chart to help you 
write your own 
name in tag letters. 

Graffiti artists sometimes use 
special letter characters. 



Using a pencil, write your 
name in capital letters 
with enough space 
between them.

Draw rounded bubble 
shapes around each line. If 
your name has a letter 
with curved lines (such as 
O, B, D, etc.), break the 
rounded bubble shapes 
into small segments. 

With a black marker pen, 
draw around the outside 
edges of the bubble shapes. 
With a rubber, remove the 
pencil lines.

If you want to, you can 
rearrange the letters closer 
together by drawing them 
overlapping each other. 

You can also add 
highlights and 3D effects.

1 2 3

1234



Using a pencil, write your 
name in curly letters, 
bending the lines in each 
letter.

Draw curved bars around 
each letter. 

With a black marker pen, 
draw around the outside 
edges of the curved bars. 
With a rubber, remove the 
pencil lines.

Use a black marker pen to 
add a 3D effect. Do this by 
adding a thick black area 
to a side of each letter. 

Remember to focus on the 
same side of each of the 
letters!

1 2 3

1234



Write your name using 
tag letters.

Draw bars around each 
letter to make them 
thicker.

With a black marker pen, 
draw around the outside 
edges of the curved bars. 
With a rubber, remove the 
pencil lines.

Redraw the letters with a clean 
outline. Make sure you arrange them 
in a way that looks effective. You can 
turn the letters, write some lower than 
the others or make some smaller. 

Add a 3D effect by adding a black area 
to the same two sides of each letter. 

1 2 3

1234



Draw a word or your 
name with block letters, 
using one of the styles 
mentioned before.

From the top and bottom 
of each letter, and every 
corner from the outside of 
the letters, draw a straight 
line directly to the left. Use 
a ruler to do this, making 
sure each line is exactly 
the same length. 

Connect the lines. Starting 
at the top of the letter, 
draw a connecting line 
from the tip of each little 
line to the one directly 
below. Follow the shape of 
the letter. 

Using a thick black 
marker, fill in the areas 
you have drawn. 

1 2 3

1234



With your partner, 
have a look at your 
practice sketches. 
Which ones do you 
think work the best? 
Choose one.

With a black marker pen, copy one of your designs directly onto your A4 
white card. Don’t try to change the design now – instead stick to what 
worked the first time!

1



Add a 3D effect. 2



Before you add colour, use a pencil or light colour to draw around the 
areas you will want to keep white as highlights. Add colours with felt-tip 
pens and highlighters. A good idea is to use bright, neon colours and 
contrasting darker and lighter colours in each letter.

3



Frame your work by drawing an outline around the letters. This will 
really make the tag stand out. Cut it out, leaving a white border around 
the outline.

4



To make it stand out and for extra colour, you could stick your tag 
on coloured card and then cut it out, creating a vibrant border with 
the card.

5
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