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YEAR 6       PGL TRIP
May 2023



PGL Suffolk

Bawdsey Manor is set in 140 acres of grounds with stunning panoramic views

and beautiful beaches a stone’s throw away.







History

• Built in 1886

• Bawdsey Manor 

was the Air 

Ministry's secret 

radar research 

establishment in 

the lead-up to 

WWII.

• RAF base until 

1991



Security

• Completely enclosed site with fences and gates marking the boundaries

• Electronic gates at main entrance

• 24-hour security patrol of the site

• All PGL staff are issued with identification badges. 

• All visitors must be issued with a badge or identification sticker and

signed in and out in the visitors’ log

• PGL staff wear company uniform while on duty. This allows them to be 

instantly recognised in their role



• The UK’s largest provider of outdoor education for young people

• Over 60 years’ experience

• Fully risk assessed

• LOtC Quality Badge holder (Learning Outside the Classroom) Dfe recognised. 

• Founding member of BAPA (British Activity Providers Association)

• ABTA bonded



Accommodation



Accommodation

• Accommodation will be either in 

blocks within the grounds or in the 

rooms in the main house. 

• Bedrooms are bunk-bedded and 

most sleep four to six children. 

• All rooms in the grounds are en-

suite and those in the main house 

all have bathrooms nearby.

• Bedrooms are clean, bright and 

well-maintained.



Accommodation

• There is adequate space for the 

storage of luggage and clothes 

under beds or in cupboards, 

drawers and shelves found in each 

room. 

• Plenty of hooks for hanging towels / 

damp clothes

• Staff quarters are situated next to 

children’s accommodation in the 

same corridor.



Journey Details

• Arrive at school for 11am for 11:30am departure (last year details….)

• Please ensure that your child has had a good brunch!

• Your child will need to bring a packed lunch to be eaten on arrival (no bottles, 

fizzy drinks or nuts)

• On the departure day:    ALL children to go to the Main Hall. 

• Luggage should be left at the front of the school building.

• Travel sickness – All parents/carers should administer travel sickness 

medication to their child before coming to school and hand the medication to 

Mrs McNamara/Mrs Lines for the return journey clearly labelled. 

• Your child should be able to carry their own bag up a flight of stairs.  



Adults 

Mrs McNamara

Mrs Lines

Mrs Heymoz

Lorcan (deacon) 





Example activities

• Abseiling

• Archery

• Beach/Coastal Walk

• Buggy Building

• Climbing

• Fencing

• Giant Swing

• Jacob’s Ladder

• Raft Building

• Rifle Shooting

• Zipwire





Example evening activities

• Campfire

• Ambush

• Sports Night

• Cluedo

• Robot Wars

• Wacky Races

• Beach Walk

• Disco



High Ropes

https://vimeo.com/74472980?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=20797427


https://vimeo.com/74472895


Food

• Meals are freshly cooked, 

balanced and will give your child 

plenty of energy to keep them 

going throughout the day. 

• Hot and cold meals with 

vegetarian options

• Homemade soup every day

• Self-service salad bar

• Fresh fruit with every meal

• Allergies, intolerances and special diets catered for (and will be made known 

prior to travel)

• At each mealtime, allergy information will be clearly displayed for each dish



Food

The buffet style dining room means that the children can ‘mix and match’ the 

items they love most and they will have unlimited access to the salad bar and 

fresh fruit. PGL Group leaders are on hand to help and will look out for anyone 

who can’t find anything on the menu that they enjoy.

Keeping hydrated
Water, squash are available with all meals and your child is encouraged to refill 

their water bottles for regular use throughout the day. There are also water 

fountains available around the centre.





What to bring



Handouts

1.  for you to fill in and send back into school.

Your child should have taken home a large white envelope which contains all

the forms you need to keep (white sheets) and return to school (yellow colour 

coded sheets). 

2.  Centre – Map of Bawdsey Manor



Questions?



SATs  May 2023



What are the SATs? 

• SATs are the Standardised Assessment Tests that are given to children at the 
end of Key Stage 2. 

• The SATs take place over four days, starting on Tuesday 9th May ending on 
Friday 12th May. Monday 8th May is a bank holiday this year.

• The SATs papers consist of:
• Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 1: GPS) – Tuesday 9th May
• Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 2: Spelling) – Tuesday 9th May
• Reading – Wednesday 10th May
• Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – Thursday 11th May 
• Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – Thursday 11th May 
• Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – Friday 12th May

• Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. There is no 
Year 6 SATs writing test. 



When and how the SATs are completed

• The tests take place during normal school hours, under test conditions. 

• Children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the assessments are 

handed out until they are collected at the end of the test. 

• After the tests are completed, the papers are sent away to be marked externally. 

• The results are then sent to the school in July. 

• Each test lasts no longer than 60 minutes: 

• Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 1: Grammar/ Punctuation) – 45 minutes

• Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 2: Spelling) – 15 minutes

• Reading – 60 minutes 

• Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – 30 minutes

• Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – 40 minutes

• Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – 40 minutes



The results

Tests are marked externally. Once marked, the tests will be given the following 
scores:

• A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each paper);

• A scaled score (see below);

• A judgement on if the National Standard has been met. 

After marking each test, the external marker will convert the raw score to a scaled 
score. Even though the tests are made to the same standard each year, the questions 
must be different. This means the difficulty of the tests may vary. Scaled scores 
ensures an accurate comparison of performance over time.

Scaled scores range from 80 to 120. 

A scaled score of 100 or more shows the pupil is meeting the National Standard 
(ARE). 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Tuesday 9th May

Grammar, punctuation and spelling consists of two papers.

• Paper 1 focuses on all three elements (grammar, punctuation and spelling or 

GPS). The paper lasts for 45 minutes. 

• Paper 2 consists of a spelling test only. It should take approximately 15 

minutes, although this is not a set amount of time (pupils should be given as 

much time as they need to complete the test).



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

The children will have been working hard with their class teacher on developing and securing 
their knowledge of the technical vocabulary needed in this test.

This test focuses on:

• Grammatical terms/ word classes;

• Functions of sentences;

• Combining words, phrases and clauses;

• Verb forms, tenses and consistency;

• Punctuation;

• Vocabulary;

• Standard English and formality.

This test requires a range of answer types but does not require longer formal answers. 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

Example questions: 

32

✓

e.g. Although, While

e.g. Switch off the lights!  Please turn off the lights



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 2 (spelling)

Paper 2 is a shorter paper that focuses solely on spellings. 

Example questions:  

33



Reading: Wednesday 10th May 

There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes. 

The test is designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of age-appropriate reading 
material meets the national standard. There are three different set texts for children to read. 
These could be any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 

The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains): 

• Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;

• Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction;

• Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;

• Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text;

• Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;

• Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a 
whole; 

• Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;

• Make comparisons within the text. 



Reading 

The reading SATs paper requires a range of answer styles.

Example questions:

35



Reading 

Example questions:

Based on text 2: My Circus Life

36



Reading 

Example questions:

Based on the whole text

37



Reading 

Since the current testing formation for the SATs began in 2016, there has been 
a tendency for three types of questions to be the most popular. 

In the 2022 Reading SATs paper,

• 10% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving giving and 
explaining the meaning of words in context;

• 38% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving retrieving 
and recording information or identifying key details from a text;

• 44% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving making 
inferences from a text and justifying inferences with text evidence. 

When reading with your child at home try focusing on these types of questions. 



Maths: Thursday 11th May and Friday 12th May

The maths assessments consist of three tests.

• Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes) – Thursday 11th May

• Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Thursday 11th May

• Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Friday 12th May



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

The maths arithmetic paper has a total of 40 marks and lasts for 30 minutes. 

The test covers the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, including 

order of operations requiring BIDMAS), percentages of amounts and calculating with 

decimals and fractions. 

Example questions: 

40



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example 1 mark questions: 

41

6.48

+ 8.6   .

15.08 
1 15.08

596

x    7

4172
6 4

4,172

4 ÷ 2 = 2

6 + 2 = 8

8

10% of 3,200 = 320

5% of 3,200 = 160

15% of 3,200 = 480 

480



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example 2 mark question: 

42



Maths Papers 2 and 3 (Reasoning)

Paper 2 will take place on Thursday 11th May and paper 3 will take place on Friday 12th May. 
These tests have a total of 35 marks each and lasts for 40 minutes each.  

These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, as well 
as their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. They cover a wide range of 
mathematical topics from key stage 2 including,

• Number and place value (including Roman numerals);

• The four operations;

• Geometry (properties of shape, position and direction);

• Statistics;

• Measurement (length, perimeter, mass, volume, time, money);

• Algebra;

• Ratio and proportion;

• Fractions, decimals and percentages. 



Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions:

44

2.25
6

10



Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)

Example question:

45



Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)

Example questions:

46



Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)

Example question:

47



Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

Firstly, a positive attitude goes a long way. Give your child as much encouragement and 

support as you can (but we don’t need to tell you that)!

Tips:

● Talk to Mrs McNamara/Mrs Lines if you have any concerns rather than worry your child.

● Encourage your child to talk to their teacher or a trusted adult (including yourself) about 

their anxieties. Don’t forget that a small amount of anxiety is normal and not harmful.

● Give your child a quiet, distraction free space to complete homework or study.

● Give your child time to go outside and reduce screen time.

● Ensure your child is eating and drinking well and getting a good amount of sleep.

● Plan something nice and fun for the weekends before and after SATs. This will help 

them to relax before the SATs and give them something to look forward to after. 

48



What to do if you are worried about your child

Talk to us at school

Sometimes concerns present at home and not at school. If you notice a change in 
your child, talk to the school so that everyone concerned can offer the support 
needed. 

Talk to your child

Talk to your child about what aspect of SATs concerns them the most. If you can help 
them pinpoint what is bothering them the most, you can take specific steps to help 
reassure them. 

Encourage your child to talk to us at school

SATs are obviously linked to school. Don’t be surprised if your child would prefer seek 
reassurance from teachers over family members. 

Try not to project your own anxieties or views about the SATs

Children can be very intuitive. If they see that you are anxious, this could add to their 
own anxieties. 


	Slide 1: Year Six      Parent   Presentation
	Slide 2: Year 6       PGL Trip
	Slide 3: PGL Suffolk
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: History
	Slide 7: Security
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Accommodation
	Slide 10: Accommodation
	Slide 11: Accommodation
	Slide 12: Journey Details
	Slide 13: Adults 
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Example activities
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Example evening activities
	Slide 18:  High Ropes
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Food
	Slide 21: Food
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: What to bring
	Slide 24: Handouts
	Slide 25: Questions?
	Slide 26: SATs  May 2023
	Slide 27: What are the SATs? 
	Slide 28: When and how the SATs are completed
	Slide 29: The results
	Slide 30: Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Tuesday 9th May
	Slide 31: Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)
	Slide 32: Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)
	Slide 33: Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 2 (spelling)
	Slide 34: Reading: Wednesday 10th May 
	Slide 35: Reading 
	Slide 36: Reading 
	Slide 37: Reading 
	Slide 38: Reading 
	Slide 39: Maths: Thursday 11th May and Friday 12th May
	Slide 40: Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)
	Slide 41: Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)
	Slide 42: Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)
	Slide 43: Maths Papers 2 and 3 (Reasoning)
	Slide 44: Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)
	Slide 45: Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)
	Slide 46: Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)
	Slide 47: Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)
	Slide 48: Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs
	Slide 49: What to do if you are worried about your child

